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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM TREASURY SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL TO MINISTER 
SIMONSEN 

REF: STATE 040413 

UPON RECEIPT OF REFTEL TRANSMITTING SECRETARY 
BLUMENTHAL'S LETTER TO FINANCE MINISTER SOMONSEN, 

THE AMBASSADOR TELPHONED THE MINISTER AT HIS 
RESIDENCE IN TERESOPOLIS, WHERE HE IS SPENDING 
THE CARNAVAL HOLIDAYS, TO SEEK CONFIRMATION AS 
TO WHETHER MARCH 4 WAS CONVENIENT FOR A MEETING 
IN WASHINGTON. ALTHOUGH THE FINATT HAD INFORMED 
DORNELLES SOME TEN DAYS AGO ABOUT THE PROPOSED 
DATE FOR SUCH A MEETING, THE MINISTER S REACTION 
SEEMED TO INDICATE THAT HE HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY 
KNOWN ABOUT THE SUGGESTED TIMING. HE SAID HE HAD 
ALREADY MADE PLANS TO BE IN PORTO ALEGRE NEXT 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY ( MARCH 3 AND 4), BUT WOULD BE 
VERY PLEASED TO COME TO WASHINGTON ANYTIME 
DURING THE FOLLOWING WEEK (MARCH 7-11). 
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PLEASE CONFIRM WHETHER MEETING DURING FOLLOWING 
WEEK ACCEPTABLE TO SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL. 

CRIMMINS 
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